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ly and Wanda Blake have built a small
: frame home that contains dramatic
arior spaces.
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ndy and Wanda Blake's 150m? oak framed
Atlouse on a sloping site in rural east Devon is

heir first self-build, but they can’t wait to do
another. They bought the three acre plot, with its
dilapidated 1930s bungalow, for £250,000, in March
2000, expecting to extend the bungalow, add a
storey and transform it into a New England Colonial
style house. However, when a friend in the building
trade took a good look, he had no doubt in advising
them that the most sensible course from all points of
view would be to demolish and start again.

In late April 2002 they watched builder, Andy
Proctor, and his two-man, team demolish the
building in just 20 minutes. A few days before
Christmas in the same year they moved into their
new linear bamn style house, which has an open plan

ground floor — apart from the two bedrooms on that P
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level - a glass walled main living room with a gallery
above housing their home office, and a master
bedroom tucked away at the far end at the top of the
sloping site.

It had taken 12 months of living in the bungalow
to finally decide that the plan to extend was
impracticable. But after that, deciding on what style
of new home to opt for was easy. One day Wanda,
who had always relished the prospect of project
managing a self-build, was invited into the home of
the lady she buys her eggs from and instantly
realised that this was exactly the style of house that
would suit their lifestyle.

] knew immediately that Andy, who was abroad
on business a great deal at the time, would like it
too,” says Wanda. “We had looked at several different
kinds of kit house in oak frame, but this was a
bespoke design by Roderick James Architects and [
could see immediately that it had a certain something
that I felt the other homes would never have.”

The Blakes paid a visit to Roderick in his home
office near Totnes and then were assigned to project
architect Mike Hope. They were keen to have as
much oak as possible in their one-and-a-half storey
house and that it should contain the maximum
amount of glass between the oak studs on the sides
facing south and east. Because their budget was
limited, they agreed with Mike that the house should
basically be a linear barn with a glazed catslide over
the entrance to the north.

e love all the glass — we would almost
finitely choose oak frame again”

dramatic vauited p
n living space enjoys
e amounts of glazing
1e south and east facing
ik frame infills. Andy and
anda find that one of the
sides of such a space is

cleaning the rooflights.

The drama of the building is in the materials ~ the
oak frame with its mass of glazed panels, slate roof
and large chimney that dominates the end with its
full height glazing - and the sloping site with its
panoramic views towards the Blackdown Hills.

The decked gallery on the south and east sides has
steps down to the lawn and reminds Andy and
Wanda of their travels: until they came to settle here
they had lived all over the world for the past 23 years.

“Mike was extremely conscientious and we think
he did an excellent job with what was hasically a
very simple design,” says Wanda. “He was also very
helpful when we realised we were going to have to
cut something out when our budget was overrunning
and we were anxious to fund the project from our
own resources without borrowing.

“The planners in east Devon were also very

sympathetic. The planning stage only took so long b
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With our ideal Home
Improvement Mortgage there’s
nothing to hold you back.

At BuildStore, we realise that when you're IFSUryEEyRREn
carrying out major improvements and MORTGAGE
renovations the last thing you need is G4%APR
a massive retention of cash until the T'-M
project is finished. That's why we've

created the ideal Home Improvement Mortgage. It's a mortgage
which allows you to borrow up to 95% of the end value of
your property and makes the money available in stages as
you need it, throughout the project. There are no hold-ups for
costly interim valuations and you won't need to fund it with
expensive loans or credit. We'll even give you our Trade Card
which can save you thousands on your building material costs
so money will be one less thing you'll need to worry about.

DME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A M

1€ products and rates are available from BuildStore. Mortgages are subject
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* Stay in your own house while you
renovate your new one
* No interim valuations to hold

up progress
* We specialise in mortgages for the

* You can borrow up ta 95% of the
purchase price of the property

* You can borrow up to 95% of your
renavation costs

* You can borrow up to 95% of the i
end value of your new home house renovation market

* Get the full amount of your loan, * Funded by leading mortgage
without retention, in guaranteed lenders
advance stage payments

CALL 0800 018 5740 ORVISIT WWW.BUILDSTORE.CO.UK
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d 25 years on a property value of £85.000. This gives 60 monthly payments of £321.25 and 240 monthly payments of E421.88 gy THESE LENDERS.
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because of us changing our minds over the knock
down and rebuild. The only argument of any kind
was over the size of the garage. We realised early on
that there would be very little storage in the house as
it is all exposed to the roof and there is no loft, so we
were keen to have as much storage as possible in the
roof of the garage. We were eventually allowed the
garage, but it was cut down in length from three bays
to two and there is no water supply or mains
drainage as the planners did not want the roof‘space
to be used as an extra bedroom.

“We were extremely lucky to find our builder,
Andy Proctor, whom we discovered through a friend.
He had not done any Roderick James oak frames
before, but liaised very well with the team from
Carpenter Oak Ltd, who also supplied and erected
the oak frame. The build was remarkably smooth on
the whole.”

One of the economies was that the fourth bay, on
the uphill western end of the house, is not timber
framed, but is of dual-skinned blockwork. However,
the softwood roof joists are still exposed in the master
bedroom above and likewise the ceiling joists in the
two bedrooms below. Other economies were the
softwood flooring upstairs and cutting out the Aga.
Nevertheless, the Blakes still found that the original
estimate by the quantity surveyor of a £168,850 build
cost was pretty well spot on. The final figure, including
the kitchen but excluding the garage, was £184,000 of
which they paid the builder £131,000.

Although the Blakes used up all their budget and
quite a lot more, they are still hoping to find the
money to extend. If they do this it will be to add a
downstairs master bedroom at the top of the slope
on the northern side of the house with windows
facing towards the road. The alternative, now they
have caught the self-build bug, is to try to cash in on
their existing house and obtain planning consent to
build lower down on their three acre plot. “We have
inquired about this and at present I rather think it is
wishful thinking,” says Andy.

Wanda explains: “If we extend we shall have to
pay VAT this time, but once we moved in we realised
the restrictions of the rooms upstairs on the plans —
you lose three feet on either side. We thought the
house would be big enough for the two of us but
really it is rather small. We are keen on the idea of an
upstairs office where the master bedroom is now, so
that we could turn the gallery - currently our home
office - into a snug and a TV room.”

[f they were to start again the Blakes feel there are
several things they would have done differently
during the build. “We now know that we will always
want at least one smaller window in French door

“This style of house is difficult to keep
clean... but it is aesthetically very pleasing.”

units,” says Wanda. “The aim would be to have fresh
air coming in without opening the French doors. You
can't really leave them wide open at night and feel
secure. We love all the glass, but it does seem to
provide a huge attraction for flies. Although I think
we would almost definitely choose oak frame again,
we would want some way of cutting down the fly
problem, and also, with the benefit of hindsight, a
means of cleaning the taller set of rooflights. It would
also have suited us better to have the boot room and
utility room as one. This style of house is extremely
difficult to keep clean, but on the other hand it is b

A Positives and negatives
The oak frame has been left
exposed and while the Blakes
enjoy the instant character it
gives the house, they do find
that it can lead to increased
nuisance from flies.
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py touchstone

As individual as you and wi
last more than a lifetime

aesthetically very pleasing. We love the red boarded
ceiling, the gallery, the beautiful position and the feel
of living amongst the Devon hills. There is so much
glass that the colours of the countryside adorn the
house.”

“The other thing that we have learned from this
self-build is all about budget restraints. We should h
really not have been afraid to spend to our maxi-
mum,” says Andy. “The house and just one of our
three acres has recently been valued at £500,000, so
we are comfortable in the knowledge that we should
not lose money if we decided to sell. Our advice to
others is, don’t be afraid to spend to the maximum, ]
provided you are certain you are getting good value s
for money.” ® L=

Express your individuality with a granite kitchen work surface from Touchstor

Every piece is unique, hewn by time served craftsmen utilising a combinatic
of traditional skills coupled with the very latest technology and installed by ¢
own teams to guarantee an outstanding full quality service.

Above all, a Touchstone granite work surface says somathing about you.

Visit our showroom in the heart of the Midlands
conveniently located just off Junction 11 of the
M42. Open 7 days a week. Free parking.

touch

NATURAL SURFACL

USEFUL CONTACTS: Architect — Mike Hope at Roderick James
Architects: 01803 868000; Engineers — Case Consultants: 01803
200175; Main contractor — A J Proctor: 01297 32380; Timber
frame and eraction - Carpenter Oak Ltd: 01803 732800;
Kitchen - Colystock Kitchens: 01404 861271; Decking — Decks-
R-Us: 01626 839022; Rooflights — Velux: 01592 772211

82 High Street Measham, Derbyshire DE12 7JB Tel: 0845 1300034 (Local call rat
Trade Accounts and Public Welcome  Email; info@touchstone-uk.com www.touchstone-uk.com
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FLOORPLAN: The ground floor spacs is largely open plan in lindab rainline |
the dramatic double height areas, while two bedrooms
downstairs provide flexibility for future requirements.

Keeping it simple

Choosing the right rainwater system has never been easier.
Lindab Rainline is so simple to install - with no sealants, tapes

2 PRI
i — P j H j_ Voul or rivets - everything just snaps together. It's available in every
U Pl colour you could want making your choice simple too. It's also
easy to get hold of, delivery of our standard products is
Fact File BUILD TIME: April - Dec '02 0 normally within three days.
LAND COST: £250,000 13%
NAMES: Andy and v'.fanda B}akel . BUILD COST: £184,000 sielsN'rG First Floor When you choose Lindab Rainline you
::g:ml:':ks;o"s' Husinees consultant an TOTAL COST: £434,000 don't have to keep replacing it. Our
: HOUSE VALUE: £500,000 (based on : o) coated products come with a fifteen
ARER: East Deven house plus one of the three acres) e [ ﬁ 1 i )
HOUSE TYPE: Three bedroom detached = sy | year guarantee and at a price comparable to that of PVC.
COST/m% £1,226 i
HOUSE SIZE; 150m? N Wh think about it, it / impl
BUILD ROUTE: Main contractor Cost Breakdown: PR B~ S YU thinis anout It 1t.is pretty siple:
CONSTRUCTION: Oak frame with Timber frame . .......... £28,000 IR o | Telephone (0121) 585 2780 to discuss your requirements.
blockwork supporting softwood frame in Main contractor . . ....... £131,000 Barn Room
one bay FE88 sy i v mwmsis 35 £9,000 -
WARRANTY: None Kitchen ................. £5,500 Bedroom oy 0 3
- MISC <o vvveeeenennns £10,500 L- = e . o
SAP RATING: 90 L - % F‘E‘q— !a F? / m
FINANCE: Private TOTAL R1e400 =) % aay Halnine
Ground Floor www.lindab.com
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