




Media Centre 
Proposal at the 
Eden Project.







New house adjacent to St Mawes Castle, Cornwall.





Alterations to historic Jersey Cottage.



The practice now benefits from three design studios, with Partner Nicholas 
Wordie leading the Wiltshire Office in Salisbury. The Devon Office is led by 
Partner James Lock acting as one team leader and Associate Peter Brodbelt 
leading the second Devon team. Our new Scottish Office is led by Associate 
Peter Smith. We have a total of 15 or more fully qualified Architects with 
necessary assistants at these offices. 

The practice has won over 25 regional and national awards, including The Best The practice has won over 25 regional and national awards, including The Best 
Oak Frame House Award in 2015, The Daily Telegraph's Best Eco-Home Award 
2010 and our Barrington House was voted Britain’s Best Home on the Channel 
5 television programme in 2009. Our projects have featured in more than 15 
television programmes on BBC1, BBC2, ITV, Channel 4 (including twice on 
Grand Designs), Channel 5 and the Discovery Channel. Our buildings have been 
photographed in 20 or more books and appeared in literally hundreds of 
magazines and newspaper articles (many of which have been front page or magazines and newspaper articles (many of which have been front page or 
cover stories). 



Evolution Housing proposal.
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So, you have talked to one of us on the telephone and we will have built up a rough idea 
of what you are trying to achieve and how little you want to spend.

The next step will be a free meeting for an hour or so in Devon, Wiltshire or Scotland with The next step will be a free meeting for an hour or so in Devon, Wiltshire or Scotland with 
one of our architects. We can arrange for you to visit one of our completed buildings if you 
wish. Ideally you will bring photographs, drawings, ideas and scrapbooks and we will try 
and define what you really want: traditional or contemporary; oak or douglas fir; sawn or 
engineered timber, brick, concrete or straw? We are prepared to tackle anything and are 
excited by new challenges.

We will establish the level of service you want from us, whether it is our normal service of 
sketch scheme, design, planning and building regulations; or maybe full working drawings 
and architects’ certificate. We are very flexible in our approach and will provide the 
minimum service that meets your needs, to keep the fees down.

We will show you many photographs of completed projects and carefully establish what we We will show you many photographs of completed projects and carefully establish what we 
feel you warm to. We will discuss the feasibility of your timescales, budget and 
expectations, and maybe suggest which of our architects will be most suited to your needs. 
Sometimes an outline design will begin to emerge.

You can then reflect on what we have discussed and decide whether you want to engage 
us as your architects and move to the next stage. This will involve a site visit, possibly a 
land or building survey and then the preparation of some sketch ideas.



These sketch proposals will be developed with outline plans and elevations and begin to show 
how a structural timber frame could fit into your design.  

After discussion of these preliminary ideas with you, we will start to prepare planning After discussion of these preliminary ideas with you, we will start to prepare planning 
drawings which are submitted to the Planning Department. They will take at least two months 
to give their decision and assuming, through our expertise and persuasion, we gain approval 
we can start to think about builders and move to the boring but essential building regulation 
drawings, structural and heat loss calculations, and all the other technical details involved in 
building a house. This will take at least three months. Once we have gained approval from 
Building Control and found a suitably like-minded builder, you can start building - if you have 
not completely lost interest!not completely lost interest!

Britains Best Home 2009



During this process we try and keep you enthusiastic and expect you to do the same 
for us!

There are several ways of managing the build and we will talk over the options once There are several ways of managing the build and we will talk over the options once 
we have a better idea of how much you want to be involved. We also need to assess 
whether you are litigious or relaxed as all of these factors have a bearing on 
whether we recommend a contract, or build on trust. Our most successful buildings 
have developed from trusting relationships between members of the team and the 
client.

Understanding the reasons for the inevitable problems and delays which occur Understanding the reasons for the inevitable problems and delays which occur 
during building and discussing them with your builder is more likely to create a 
positive atmosphere which will make the build go faster in the long run.

Building a house will have moments of frustration but it can also be one of the most 
exciting and fulfilling projects you will ever undertake.

We will be there to help you achieve it.

Roderick James Architects LLP - February 2017.

Boat house on the River Thames



Over the last thirty years, we have designed over 

one thousand timber frame homes.
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